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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 


Tae Committee was organized at a meeting of citizens in 
April, 1857. Preliminary investigations were entered upon 
during the summer, and occasional meetings held; but active 
operations were deferred until November of that year. The 
opportunity was then providentially presented of completing 
the organization of the Committee by the election of a Secre- 
tary, whose successful experience for twenty years in kindred 
labors, and whose interest in behalf of Sabbath observance, as 
shown by the fact that he was about to enter upon self-sus- 
tained efforts in continental Europe for this very object, indi- 
cated his adaptation to the wants of this enterprise. 

But it was at the very height of the late commercial revul- 
sion, and when the future of our personal, corporate, and bene- 
volent interests was covered with a cloud impenetrable to 
human vision, that the Committee were called upon to lay the 
foundations of an enterprise involving the expenditure of time 
and money, and requiring no inconsiderable measure of wis- 
dom, faith, and patience. Yet, would not the very disasters 
which seemed to discourage a new and formidable undertak- 
ing, tend to moderate the worldliness, rebuke the selfishness, 
and check the impiety which had ruthlessly trampled on the 
Christian Sabbath, and secure a hearing for appeals to reason 
and conscience too commonly denied in seasons of high pros- 
perity? The Committee thus judged; and they have abund- 
ant occasion for gratitude to God for the ample reward ac- 
corded to whatever of faith, zeal, and prayer they were enabled 
to exercise, in the unbroken harmony of their counsels, in the 
success of their efforts, and in the brightening prospects of their 
enterprise. 

Nearly a quarter of a century has elapsed since any con- 
certed efforts have been made for the better observance of the 
Lord’s day in this city ; and those then attempted may be con- 
sidered perhaps more as beacons than as guides for our own 
day. Had there been less of censoriousness and impatience, 
and more of that charity which “suffereth long and is kind,” 


2 FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 


it is believed that the two reasons then assigned for foregoin 
effort—the indifference of ‘‘ ministers and church-members,’ 
and the impossibility of procuring executive aid—might have 
been obviated. The wise and far-reaching labors of the late 
Dr. Justin Edwards, at a subsequent period, were eminently 
useful in the country at large ; but his influence was little felt 
in this city. Occasional efforts have been made for the sup- 
pression of Sunday news-crying and other evils; but they have 
been mostly spasmodic and ill-digested, so that their failure 
has only emboldened the profane and godless. 

Meanwhile the population had trebled, with a vast accession 
of classes from abroad unfriendly to the Sabbath. The Sunday 
press had established itself, and its venders monopolized our 
streets with their deafening cries. New thoroughfares radiated 
in all directions from the city, multiplying the temptations to 
Sunday traffic and travel. Dram-shops, saloons, and theatres, 
in spite of law and its executors, perverted the day of rest into 
a season of unwonted dissipation, folly, and crime. The Sun- 
day ordinances, concurrent with the laws of the State, which 
had existed from the foundation of our Government, had been 
clandestinely repealed, and the sentiment had become rife that 
all statutes for the protection of the rights of American citizens 
to a weekly season for rest and devotion were obsolete. In 
endless forms the sanctity of the Lord’s day was assailed, its 
moral and legal sanctions weakened, and its benign influences 
counteracted. 

Such were the circumstances under which the Committee 
assumed the delicate trust reposed in them by their fellow- 
citizens. A brief notice of the successive measures adopted 
during the year will show how that trust has been discharged. 


DESECRATION INVESTIGATED AND EXPOSED, 


A careful investigation of the extent of Sabbath desecration 
in the metropolis seemed necessary at the outset, both as a 
guide and stimulus to effort, and as a means of pine 
public attention. With this view, the Committee prepare 
and issued the first document—“ Tur Sapsaru iv New-York,” 
embracing a brief history of Sabbath observance, its enisting 
desecration, and the causes of declension. The statement that 
9692 places of business, including more than 38000 liquor- 
shops, were open on the Sabbath, and kindred facts, excited 
just alarm. An abridgment was also published, in an eight- 
page octavo form, for popular circulation, entitled “ Zhe Sab- 
bath as tt was and as vw vs.” Four editions have been printed 
—in all, eighteen thousand five hundred copies. 

At the request of a Welsh pastor, ‘‘The Sabbath as it was 
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and as it is” was translated into that language, and three 
thousand copies were published in the ‘‘ Cambro-American,” 
at the expense of the Committee, the translator engaging to 
circulate several hundred copies among his countrymen in 
this city. 

CO-OPERATION OF THE CLERGY. 


The startling facts brought to light in the first document 
were communicated to a large body of the clergy at one of 
their stated gatherings ; and on farther consultation with some 
of the respected pastors of the city, it was thought expedient 
to invite the ministers of the Gospel of all evangelical denomi- 
nations to assemble and take into consideration a subject of 
vital moment to the cause of morality and religion. With 
gratifying alacrity more than one hundred of our clergy re- 
sponded to this invitation, meeting in the rooms of Spingler 
Institute, generously tendered for the purpose by the Rey. 
Gorham D. Abbott. The venerable Dr. Spring presided. 
Addresses were delivered by members of the Committee, and 
the Rey. Drs. De Witt, Krebs, Alexander, Smith, Bedell, and 
others took part in the discussion. A series of Resolutions, re- 
ported by a committee of six of our most eminent pastors, of 
as many denominations, was unanimously adopted. These 
Resolutions were characterized by the late lamented Mr. But- 
ler, at the meeting in the Historical Rooms, as the finest trib- 
ute to the Sabbath to be found in the English language. Not 
far from a million copies were published in newspaper and 
other forms ; and copies have been received from the interior 
of the State printed on letter sheets. 

Acting on the suggestion of one of the speakers at the Sping- 
ler Institute meeting, the Committee issued a circular respect- 
fully inviting the clergy of the city to preach simultaneously 
on the claims of the Christian Sabbath, in the month of Feb- 
ruary last. The promptness and cordiality with which the 
suggestion was received, and the extent of the codperation thus 
rendered, were most cheering. With very limited inquiry, it 
was ascertained that the following, besides many others of our 
most valued pastors of various denominations, had preached 

earnest and impressive discourses—in many instances se- 
ries of discourses—namely, the Rev. Drs. Adams, Alex- 
ander, Bedell; De Witt, Guldin, Hutton, Macauley, Mc- 
Leod, Morgan, Parker, Peck, Potts, Prentiss, Smith, Spring, 
Taylor, Tyng, Van Zandt, Wiley, and Williams. Several 
thousand copies of the “Sabbath as it was and as it is” were 
distributed in the pews of churches whose pastors entered on 
this discussion. Not less than one hundred sermons were thus 
delivered on topics relating to Sabbath sanctification, the in-- 


4 FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 


fluence of which it has not been difficult to trace in the rapidly 
improving sentiment and the advancing reforms of the year: 
whatever may have been the relations of this manifestation of 
Christian unity and quickened regard for a divine institution to 
the work of grace having its beginnings and scattering its 
blessings here, but extending over the land, and still moving 
onward throughout Christendom. If even the organs of infi- 
delity trace such a connection in their mingled taunts of the 
Sabbath and the Revival, there may be no impropriety in this 
allusion on the part of those who find an inspired warrant for 
the relation between a holy zeal for the Lord’s Day and the 
richest spiritual and temporal blessings. 


MEETING OF CITIZENS, 


The next measure was to arrest the attention and gain the 
codperation of influential citizens. Jor this purpose several 
hundred gentlemen were invited to meet the Committee at the 
rooms of the Historical Society, on the evening of March 17. 
Wn. B. Crosby, Esq., presided; and W. E. Dodge, E. L. Fan- 
cher, and Hiram Ketchum, Esqs., the late Hon. B. F. Butler, 
Judge Slosson, General Superintendent Tallmadge, and others, 
shared in the discussions of the occasion. An important im- 
pulse was given to the object by this gathering. A series of 
public meetings was projected ; but it was thought expedient to 
forego them, lest they might divert attention even in the slight- 
est degree from the then absorbing interest in the immediate 
concerns of the soul, and inasmuch as every convert to Christ 
and every Christian revived added a new friend to the Lord’s 
Day. 


RAILROADS AND THE SABBATH. 


Somewhat in advance of the season for arranging the time- 
tables of,our Railroads for the spring and summer, the Com- 
mittee entered on an investigation of the extent and bearings 
of Sunday traffic and travel. The results were embodied in a 
document entitled Ramroaps AND THE SaBBaru, exhibiting the 
statistics of Sunday traffic on railroads and canals; the moral 
influence of railroads; the economical motives for Sabbath 
observance; and the religious and civil relations of the Sab- 
bath. Copies of this document were sent to the press through- 
out the country, by which it was extensively noticed and ap- 
proved. It was also addressed to the Presidents of all the 
railroads in the United States and the connecting lines in 
Canada—and to those Directors whose addresses were known— 
accompanied by a circular, in which the Committee tendered 
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a sufficient number of copies to supply every director, stock- 
holder, and employé, without cost. A considerable number 
of orders were sent, and several thousands of copies were thus 
circulated. The distribution will be resumed the coming sea- 
son, and arrangements made for reaching directors and stock- 
holders through other channels, where the official representa- 
tives of great corporations find it inconvenient to codperate in 
the undertaking. Itis also the purpose of the Committee to 
effect a liberal distribution of this document among the popu- 
lation along the lines of those Companies whose managers con- 
tinue systematically 1o desecrate the day of rest. 

The results of this effort were not expected to be immediately 
apparent. It will only be when the owners of railroads make 
their voice heard in the management of these thoroughfares 
that a question of this sort will have a proper adjustment. An 
instance has come to the knowledge of the Committee, in which 
the stockholders have “adopted a resolution expressing their 
disapprobation of the practice of carrying the mail and running 
the trains on the Sabbath day, and pledging the Company to 
codperate with all connecting lines to have the Sunday travel 
and mail service stopped.” In this case (the ‘‘ East Tennessee 
and Virginia Railroad Company”) each stockholder had been 
supplied with a copy of “ Railroads and the Sabbath.” 

The Farmville (Va.) Journal alludes to a discussion of the 
same question at the recent meeting of the Richmond and 
Danville Company, and says: ‘‘ We feel assured that the 
mover of the resolution, requesting the Directory to adopt 
measures to secure a discontinuance of the Sunday mail and 
passenger trains on that and connecting roads, is sustained by 
public sentiment in this region of Virginia; and we hope the 
time is not far distant when the agitation of this question will 
result in the much desired discontinuance of Sunday trains. 
The responsibility of the continuance of the evil will rest with 
the stockholders. It is proper to add that the opposition to 
the proposition was founded solely in an alleged necessity for 
carrying the mails on Sunday.” 


SUNDAY NEWS-CRYING, 


As the first practical issue successfully attempted for a 
quarter of a century, with the opponents of the Sabbath in this 
city, the efforts for the suppression of the Sunday news-crying 
nuisance may properly be recorded. 

Though far from being the most demoralizing form of Sab- 
bath desecration, the boisterous crying of newspapers on the 
Sabbath was the most palpable and defenseless method of in- 
yading the rights of the community on the day of rest and 
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devotion. When public attention was fairly gained to the 
general claims of the Sabbath, and evil practices, which had 
become so familiar as to be regarded almost with indifference, 
came to be viewed as abominations, energetic measures became 
necessary to do away with this nuisance. But, warned by pre- 
vious failures, the matter was entered upon with great delibera- 
tion. A respectful note was addressed to the proprietors of 
the several Sunday newspapers, setting forth the evil, and re- 
questing their intervention for its abatement—quite in vain. 
All responsibility for the public wrong was disclaimed. The 
whole matter was characterized as “ much ado about nothing.” 
In later stages of the discussion, however, most of the Sunday 
journals made the cause of the newsboys their own, and affected 
to think that the “ liberty of the press,” with sundry other vital 
principles, were involved in the question. 

The course of the newspaper proprietors made the way clear 
for presenting to the Mayor and Police Commissioners a 
Memorial, signed by more than one hundred of the best known 
and most respected of our citizens, protesting against the 
nuisance as a school of vice to the newsboys themselves; as 
an evil example to our juvenile population ; as an unwarrant- 
able’monopoly; as an invasion of the claimsof courtesy and good 
neighborhood, and as a flagrant violation of the rights of our 
citizens to a day of uninterrupted rest, and requesting its sup- 
pression. This Memorial, with the action of the Municipal 
Authorities thereon, and the comments of the daily, religious, 
and Sunday press, forms Document No. 3—entitled “ Nuws- 
CRYING AND THE SaBBaTH,” which was widely circulated. A 
small pamphlet was afterwards published, entitled “‘ The City 
Press on Sunday News-crying,” containing farther extracts from 
the editorial columns of our leading Journals—especially those 
relating to the Recorder’s charge to the Grand Jury. 

The Board of Commissioners of Police immediately passed 
resolutions directing the General Superintendent to issue an 
order to the Captains of Precincts “ to enforce the law prohibit- 
ing the sale of wares and merchandise on the Sabbath, and 
also to prevent the crying of newspapers on that day.” The 
date of the order was May 22d, 1858. 

The Police authorities proceeded with great forbearance in 
obeying these instructions, and Police Justices have exercised 
the utmost leniency in dealing with the young offenders—all 
aiming at the suppression of the evil, rather than the punish- 
ment of the authors of it. In most parts of the city, the nui- 
sance has entirely ceased, and throughout it is substantially 
abated. The riddance is hailed on every hand with satisfae- 
tion; and will be permanent, if citizens will make wmmediate 
complaint at the nearest Police station whenever the attempt 
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is made to renew the offense. Churches, Sabbath-schools and 
families, as a general fact, are no longer disturbed ; and the 
quiet essential to the Sabbath is now rendered possible and 
actual to most of the wearied population of our great city. The 
Sabbath announces its hallowed dawning by that solemn sé¢d/- 
ness which is itself the voice of the universal Father to his 
children, instead of the profane and worldly din which used to 
mark and mar the day of God. It will be the fault and the 
shame of our citizens if the refreshing repose of the Lord’s Day 
ig again interrupted by the cries of the Sunday newsboy. 

The news-crying discussion had a relative importance far 
exceeding its intrinsic merits. This was well understood by 
friends and foes of the movement. Jor, in connection with it, 
the real character and influence of the Sunday Press were re- 
vealed. How ample soever the charity that should be extended 
to the exasperation of self-interest, the community at large 
were not prepared for such intemperate utterances as have 
characterized many of the Sunday papers during this discus- 
sion.* It was this sad development that led one of the most 
influential secular Journals to remark: “The attempt to stop 
the newsboys from shouting on Sunday has converted the whole 
tribe of Sunday newspapers [we hope there are exceptions] 
into open, rancorous assailants of religion and the Church. 
They all teem now every week with the most vehement abuse 
of every thing connected with Christianity, and are rapidly 
becoming the open advocates of infidelity. We can hardly 
believe their sales are as much injured by stopping the news- 
boys’ cries as their character will be by this movement.” 

Another aspect of this discussion is worthy of note. Ona 
definite issue between the Sunday press on the one hand, and 
the daily and religious press, the Police authorities, and the 
friends of an orderly Sabbath on the other, the public sentiment 
has sustained the latter with gratifying unanimity. A more 
healthful, manly, Christian regard for the sacred day than 
many counted upon, still exists in this community ; and when 
occasion requires, it can express itself in unmistakable tones. 
A kind and forbearing, yet firm and unflinching, adherence to 
the right, when such an attitude brought unsparing reproach, 
prevented a disastrous termination to this issue, when failure 


* Few things contributed more to the determined purpose of the people to sus- 
tain the Memorialists against Sunday news-crying, than the republication of arti- 
eles in which our best citizens were stigmatized as “puritanical vagabonds,” 
*pinchbeck Puritans,” “trumpery bigots and hypocritical dullards,” “petty 
tyrants, with souls of promoted flunkeys,” “an insolent and supercilious set of 
pharisaical yagabonds,” “religious Peter Funks,” ‘‘a miserable clique of fanatics 
and hypocrites,” ‘Sunday snivellers,” “Aminidab Sleeks,” and kindred terms. 
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would have been the signal for new encroachments on the Sab- 
bath, and for increased lawlessness and irreligion among our 
population. As it is, we can not but hope that we have seen 
the worst of a sad evil, and that the moral and religious ele- 
ments of influence will regain their popular ascendency. 
Another phase of this discussion adds to its significance. Zt 
has settled the question of the propriety and necessity of the in- 
tervention of the magistracy for the protection of the right of 
good citizens to the enjoyment of a weekly day of rest and 
worship. Availing themselves of some indiscretions on the 
part of Sabbath reformers in other days, and of the legitimate 
jealousy of all invasions of the rights of conscience, the enemies 
of the Sabbath had, for a generation, paralyzed at once the 
arm of the law and the manliness of the public in this regard: 
so that outrages and nuisances as illegal as intolerable on any 
day, had come to enjoy special immunity on the Lord’s Day, 
lest the attempt to abate and punish them should be decried 
as the prompting of “ascetic Puritanism,” or identified with 
‘“‘ Church and state priestcraft” ! It may be hoped that the 
day of this unworthy ruse has passed. The simple distinction 
between the civ] and religious relations of the Sabbath—the 
former, as a sanitary, economical, and beneficent institution, 
necessary to the being and well-being of civilized society, 
guarded from the invasion of selfishness and disorder by human 
laws; the latter, with its divine sanctions, binding the con- 
science to its sacred observance in the measure in which reli- 
gious obligations are recognized, but asking nothing of the 
magistracy beyond unrestricted “ freedom to worship God”— 
would seem to relieve the whole question of Sunday laws from 
embarrassment. No one thinks of demanding that the reli- 
gious observance of the Sabbath shall be constrained by law: 
that must be left solely to the enlightened conscience, and to 
the promptings of the reason and affections. But free citizens 
may and do claim that they shall not be molested by the god- 
less and profane, in their churches or their homes, while exer- 
cising their rights as citizens and as worshippers; and that 
protection shall be extended to all who choose to enjoy their 
rest on the day of rest. So far the laws may go without 
trenching on any thing more sacred than selfishness and sin. 
And the public voice will sustain the administrators of law in 
interposing its strong arm for the restraint of all flagrant inva- 
sions of the inherent and inalienable right of man to a weekly 
season of repose and worship. 
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CO-OPERATION OF THE CIVIL AUTHORITIES. 


In this connection it is but just to allude to the cordial co- 
operation of the magistracy of the city, so far as it has been 
invoked, in attempting to restrain public profanations of the 
Sabbath. Our worthy Chief Magistrate, the Police Commis- 
sioners, the General and Deputy Superintendents, the Police 
Justices, and the Captains of Police, in all the intercourse of 
the members of the Committee with them, have seemed to 
appreciate the conservative principles which control the Com- 
mittee’s action, and to welcome the aid brought by the friends 
of the Sabbath to their efforts for the promotion of order and 
good morals. At an early period of the year, the laws relat- 
ing to the observance of the Sabbath were collated and pub- 
lished under the direction of the Commissioners of the Metro- 
peen Police, and orders were issued for their enforcement. 

revious orders had required the patrolmen to report to the 
District Attorney all violations of the Sunday Liquor Law ; 
and no less than ¢wenty-siw thousand complaints have thus been 
lodged with the prosecuting officer. The suppression of Sun- 
day news-crying could never have been effected but for the 
calm determination of the Metropolitan Police force—in spite 
of denunciations from some quarters, and depreciation from 
others. 

Successive Grand Juries have presented the alarming mea- 
sure of Sabbath desecration as a leading cause of crime, and 
have remonstrated in earnest tones against this prolific source 
of demoralization. 

The Committee regard these indications of an improved pub- 
lic sentiment with interest and hope. While they would be 
the last to counsel a frequent or needless resort to the civil 
power, it would seem that we have reached a crisis of lawless- 
ness and crime, leaving no alternative between the exercise of 
judicious authority, and utter anarchy. A government of law 
must assert its power, or succumb to the vices of alien cohorts 
accustomed only to governments of force. We can not but 
believe that the Police, the Pulpit, the Press, and the People 
of this city will be found stronger than rowdyism and im- 
morality, whether in ruffles or in rags. 


CO-OPERATION OF THE PRESS. 


One of the most gratifying and hopeful circumstances con- 
nected with the Committee’s labors for the year has been the 
support given to the Sabbath interest by the Press, secular and 
religious, of all parties and denominations. Dissevered from 
ultraisms in sentiment, and from extravagance in plan, the 


10 FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 


measures of the Committee have so commended themselves to 
the good sense and right judgment of the editorial corps as to 
have received a steady advocacy from quarters most influen- 
tial in guiding public sentiment. The archives of the Com- 
mittee contain copies of articles friendly to the Sabbath, 
gathered from the editorial and other columns of the news- 
papers received at their office, of which an aggregate of more 
than fifteen millions (15,165,500) of impressions have been 
printed during the year—taking the known circulation of most 
of these papers, and moderate estimates for the remainder, as 
the data for the investigation. We hazard little in expressing 
the belief that this aggregate exceeds the entire number of 
copies of articles on this subject published in this city during 
the preceding quarter of a century. And it has been done 
with a degree of cordiality and ability most honorable to the 
metropolitan press and to its enterprising conductors. 

On the only immediately practical issue made by the Commit- 
tee—Sunday news-crying—the leading journals of the city— 
the Courier, Journal of Commerce, Commercial, Post, Express, 
Times, Tribune, Sun, and News, among the dailies; and the 
Observer, Evangelist, Intelligencer, Advocate, Hxaminer, Chro- 
nicle, and Protestant Churchman, among the religious papers 
—gave an unwavering support to the position taken in the 
memorial of citizens; and it is mainly due to their influence, 
in connection with the efforts of the police, that our city is 
substantially rid, at last, of this chronic nuisance. It is be- 
lieved that like unity will characterize the action of the press 
on all kindred issues, which contemplate the securing for our 
population a quiet, orderly Sunday, and the abatement of fla- 
grant nuisances and evils offensive to all right-minded citizens, 
and dangerous to public morals. 

The aid rendered from the outset by the editorial and other 
columns of a weekly journal having a circulation among the 
masses of more than 800,000 copies, has been exceedingly 
timely and valuable: the more valuable that its sound prinei- 
ples on this question are enforced by the consistent example of 
the enterprising proprietor of the Ledger, who uniformly arrests 
the motion of his busy presses, after twenty-three hours of 
work each laboring day, that they and their attendants may 
have their Sabbath, and the whole of it. 

The Committee derive the greatest encouragement as to the 
future from the facts thus gratefully placed on record as to the 
attitude of the press on a vital question of social morals. In 
other countries, and even in Great Britain, perhaps the pre- 
ponderance of influence of the newspaper press is indifferent, 
if not hostile to the Sabbath. On the continent of Europe 
hardly a single journal would employ its columns for the dis- 
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cussion of the subject. May we not argue from the contrast 
not only a more healthful moral tone among the conductors of 
our public journals, but a greater prevalence of the religious 
element among the myriad readers of our periodicals, and a 
rising conviction in the minds of both editors and readers that 
the conservation of the Lord’s Day is vital to every civil, social, 
and sacred interest of a free Republic ? 


LABORS AMONG IMMIGRANTS, 


Besides the beginnings of effort among the Welsh popula- 
tion, previously noticed, valuable articles have been translated 
into the German language and published in the Amerikani- 
scher Botschafter—the most widely-circulated German journal 
in this country. But the Committee knew of no direct chan- 
nel of access to the German masses, which most need infor- 
mation as to the views commonly cherished in this land on 
the Sabbath question. They therefore deemed it expedient to 
employ a missionary, who might communicate information as 
to the views popularly entertained among his immigrant coun- 
trymen on this subject, and by conversation and the distribution 
of suitable publications, promote a more just appreciation of 
the claims and blessings of the sacred day. 

At the end of June, such a laborer entered on his mission— 
one who had the advantage of more than fifteen years’ expe- 
rience in kindred efforts. After due inquiry and consultation 
with competent advisers, Gossner’s work, “ Zhe Lord’s Day the 
King of Days,” was selected as the most appropriate treatise 
for distribution at the present time, both on the score of its 
intrinsic merits, and as being the production of an eminent 
German author. On application of the Committee, the Ame- 
rican Tract Society generously printed and made a grant of 
four thousand copies of this book, which have all been distri- 
buted gratuitously, family by family, accompanied with oral 
instructions and faithful exhortations by the missionary of the 
Committee. His monthly Reports have furnished ample de- 
monstration of the utility and necessity of such labors, and 
have made the Committee acquainted with the extent and 
forms of Sabbath desecration among this important class of our 
population. It would seem to be the dictate of wisdom and 
charity to inform the population coming from other lands of 
the time-honored laws and usages of this country as to the 
observance of the Lord’s Day—ditfering so vitally from their 
own; and, until this is done, we need to exercise the utmost 
forbearance towards their errors and prejudices, often ignor- 
antly cherished. But, when there is a wanton invasion of the 
known rights of our citizens, and a systematic corruption of 
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popular morals among themselves, and involving our own 
children and youth—as in the so-called “sacred concerts,” 
which are but Sunday theatricals, accompanied by drinking, 
gambling, and all forms of vice—no claims of hospitality, or 
liberty, or right, can palliate the outrage. We can not afford 
to have our institutions Germanized in this way, lest the pro- 
cess shall necessitate despotism in Government, and a standing 
army for police. If our institutions, as they are, do not afford 
sufficient liberty for those who have fled to their shelter, let 
them seek others: they may not scuttle the ship that sayes 
them, nor burn the house that opens its doors to them, nor 
strike down the sun that shines upon them. This they would 
do, were they to obliterate the Sabbath, without whieh free 
institutions no where exist, and can no where be perpetuated. 


THE SABBATH IN EUROPE. 


The Fourth Document of the Committee is entitled: “Tax 
SaspatTs iv Evrope: the holy day of Freedom—the holiday ot 
Despotism.” It presents a brief view of the present state of 
the Sabbath question in Scotland, England, France, Switzer- 
land, Germany, and Italy, from investigations entered upon by 
the Secretary of the Committee when revisiting Europe during 
the past summer. Its exposures of the influence of a holiday 
Sabbath, as at once a leading cause of physical, political, and 
moral degradation to the masses of the people; as the ally of 
despotism ; as a fruitful source of immorality, and as fatal to 
the growth and prevalence of evangelical religion, were deemed 
to be timely, inasmuch as tendencies are rife in this country 
toward a Continental mode of spending the Sabbath. Two 
editions have been printed. 


THE SUNDAY LIQUOR TRAFFIC, 


Near the end of the year, various providences compelled the 
attention of the Committee to the monster evil of our city—the 
unrestricted traffic in intoxicating liquors on the Sabbath. As 
the investigation of this subject advanced, it was found that it 
involved political and moneyed interests of vast power, and that 
the attempt to arrest this illegal and demoralizing business, 
would require a measure of patient toil hardly within the 
power of the Committee to bestow. But it was manifest that, 
so long as thousands of centers of dissipation, lawlessness, and 
crime were actively counterworking all plans for the moral 
improvement of the city, little real progress could be hoped 
for in this or any other department of Christian effort. - Rely- 
ing on God, and on the united codperation of the supporters of 
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law and morals, it was determined to move forward with 
deliberation in this herculean undertaking. 

Document No. V., on Lhe Sunday Liquor Traffic, has just 
been issued, discussing the extent and accessories of that traftic 
and its illegality, and showing that it is wasteful of money and 
health; that it engenders pauperism ; causes crime ; promotes 
lawlessness, and tends to irreligion, and suggesting suitable 
remedies. The official statement that there are 7779 dram- 
shops in this city, of which 7707 are unlicensed, and 5186 of 
which, kept mostly by aliens, are open on the Sabbath; and 
that, at the lowest estimate, not less than $1,348,000 are ex- 
pended annually by the poor and industrial classes for Sunday 
tippling, can not but arrest attention to one of the gravest evils 
of the metropolis. The corresponding statement in this docu- 
ment, that the arrests for crime on seventy-six successive Sun- 
days exceed, by more than eighteen hundred and fifty cases, 
the arrests on a similar number of Zuesdays ;—showing that 
the Sunday Liquor Traffic is directly responsible for twenty-five 
per cent increase to the enormous average amount of crime,— 
and kindred facts gathered with great care,—give to this docu- 
ment more than ephemeral interest. Its general circulation 
and perusal will carry the conviction that the Sabbath question 
has wide relations to vital interests. It is hoped that the farther 
measures of the Committee will be of a character to command 
the confidence and codperation of the community, and the 
respect at least of even the agents and victims of an illegal 
and destructive traffic. 


FINANCES, 


The necessary expenditures in the prosecution of this enter- 
prise have been sustained hitherto by the contributions of a 
few friends of the Sabbath and of the individual members of 
the Committee, the audited report of the Treasurer having 
been placed in the hand of each donor. It is believed that 
private liberality will supply adequate funds for the support 
of an expanding movement, without a resort to public appeals, 
or the employment of collecting agencies. Thus conducted, 
Tu Cause alone will occupy public attention, unprejudiced 
by associations with pecuniary matters ; and free-will offerings 
of personal inflwence—more valuable than money—may be 
made to the extent prompted by patriotism and piety. Should 
the readers of this document desire to share in the cost of sus- 
taining the Sabbath enterprise—far from being inconsidera- 
ble—the names of the members of the Committee, and the 
address of its Treasurer, may be found appended, 
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CONCLUSION, 


The Committee have not deemed it necessary to put forth 
any formal exposition of their views of the Sabbath, or of their 
plans for its sanctification. The object of their organization 
was eminently practical, and their labors and documents have 
taken this direction, leaving scholastic questions to the schools. 
It may suit the purposes of infidelity and of a lax Christianity 
to traverse anew the field of argument (already covered with 
the evidences of defeat,) as to the ‘proleptical” character of 
the Mosaic record of the original institution of the Sabbath ; 
the “moral” or the “positive,” or the “ moral positive” cha- 
racter of the fourth Commandment; the place the Decalogue 
holds under the new dispensation ; the Saviour’s treatment of 
the Sabbath; the authority for the change of day from the 
seventh to the first day of the week; the views of the Fathers 
and the Reformers; or as to the constitutionality of Sunday 
laws, etc., etc.. That there may be room for cavil or debate on 
many of these and kindred topics, need not be denied. But 
every candid student of the open books of nature, history, and 
revelation knows that the law of the Sabbath is written as with 
the point of a diamond on the constitution of man, in the Word 
of God, and in the records of the race; that it is girt about by 
innumerable promises, threatenings, prophecies, and provi- 
dences of perpetual significance ; that it was stripped of what- 
ever was local, ceremonial, and traditional, not to lessen, but 
to exalt its authority under a new and more spiritual dispensa- 
tion as the fitting memorial of redeeming as well as of crea- 
tive love; that Christendom accepts and approves the Lord’s 
Day with unanimity almost as complete as its acceptance of 
the Bible; that good men three, or five times three, centuries 
ago were fallible as now; and that statutes enacted at the 
foundation of our government, and existing in every free coun- 
try of the globe, are likely to survive their violators. 

But as practical men, conducting a practical enterprise— 
while standing immovably on the basis of the divine institu- 
tion and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath—the Committee 
have chiefly to do with the palpable and flagrant profanations 
of the day, which invade the rights of citizens, grieve the hearts 
of Christians, and threaten the destruction of the institution 
itself. When our laboring population cease to be robbed of 
the earnings which their families need by the Sunday dram- 
shop and lager-bier saloons; when our children and servants 
are saved from the temptation of Sunday theatres and “sacred 
concerts ;” when the pauperism, rowdyism, and crime tracea- 
ble to the Sunday liquor traflic, are checked ; when our homes, 
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and Sabbath-schools, and churches are freed from the nuisance 
of Sunday bands and Sunday cries of whatever sort ; when our 
population are persuaded that there is more appropriate em- 
ployment for the Lord’s Day than the reading of immoral tales 
and infidel articles in newspaper journals; when the tide of 
dissipation, lawlessness, and unbelief, rolling in with the tide 
of Sabbath-breaking emigration, is turned back, we shall have 
a moral atmosphere more favorable to the discussion of theo- 
retical questions affecting the nature and mode of Sabbath 
observance. 

Meanwhile, we would leave to the individual conscience, 
enlightened by the word and Spirit of God, the many delicate 
and difficult questions relating to the holy keeping of the 
Lord’s Day. The fundamental point being settled, that the 
whole of it is to be employed in other than secular pursuits— 
as a rest-day for body and soul—as a day of grateful memories 
and hallowed associations—as a stated period of devotion and 
charity—treed alike from gloomy austerities and worldly follies 
—then all the details of individual and domestic life will find 
an easy adjustment to its essential requirements. Should there 
be a leaning to the side of strictness, in cases of doubt and 
difficulty, the too common tendency toward an opposite lean- 
ing will furnish an adequate warrant, if any were needed. 

ith the same view, the Committee have felt constrained, 
on the one hand, to leave uncorrected the misrepresentations 
and personalities resorted to by the enemies of the Sabbath ; 
and on the other, to decline codperation in many specific re- 
forms urged on their attention by its zealous friends, as un- 
timely and inexpedient. A corrected public sentiment will 
initiate and sustain all needed reforms ; while every attempted 
improvement, in advance of public opinion, will only fail of its 
object, and in its failure afford new pretexts for wrong-doing. 

The grand, paramount object of the Committee will have 
been accomplished, when a healthful, manly, Christian regard 
for the Lord’s Day shall have attained its legitimate hold of 
the public mind. All else will find its corrective here. Laws 
will take their impress from an enlightened popular will, and 
their administrators will then enforce them with fidelity. 
Practices at variance with sound morals and good neighbor- 
hood, will be abandoned. Rights, equally precious and 
inalienable, now invaded with impunity, will then be respected. 
Religion, having recovered its day of worship and instruction, 
may pursue its conquests, and diffuse its blessings. The soul 
may then have its allotted season for shaking off the dust of 
material interests, and mount and sing in its heavenward aspi- 
rations. Eternity, and its overwhelming realities, may then 
oceupy its just place in the thoughts, when the sacred day 
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brings men to pause amid earthly cares, and reminds them of 
‘‘ the rest that remaineth for the people of God.” 

In accomplishing this object, the Committee would not 
multiply specific issues; but when made with deliberate wis- 
dom, they would maintain them with manly and unyielding 
firmness. They would especially avoid a frequent resort 
to legal intervention. Certain public evils and nuisances, 
indeed, can only be abated by the magistracy; these the 
public voice will require to be suppressed. Beyond these, 
we would rely solely, under God, on appeals to reason and 
conscience. We would erect a barrier as high as Sinai 
against the rapacity of individual or corporate greed, that 
would rob the laboring man of his rest, or strip him of his 
earnings. We would surround the homes of the people with 
a moral atmosphere so pure and genial, that the fetid air of 
the places of Sunday resort shall stifle and repel. We would 
leaven society with respect and love for sacred Sabbath hours 
and their accompanying blessings, as a corrective for the spirit 
of irreverence and lawlessness ; as a necessary counterpoise to 
selfishness and sin; as the basis of characteristics essential to 
self-government; and as the indispensable condition and safe- 
guard of free institutions. We would inspire the Christian 
community with a more profound sense of the value of hol 
time as the appointed period for devout meditation, and pri- 
vate, domestic, and public worship; as the appropriate season 
for acts of benevolence; and as “the day the Lord hath made,” 
in which to ‘rejoice and be glad” in Him, And we would 
arouse the friends of the Sabbath to a manly and determined 
resistance of the tendencies to its desecration, and to a united 
effort for its general and sacred observance. 


NORMAN WHITE, Chairman. 


HENRY J. BAKER, HORACE HOLDEN, 

E. L. BEADLE, M.D, WM. A. SMITH, 
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ROBERT CARTER, W. F. VAN WAGENEN, 
WARREN CARTER, WILLIAM WALKER, 
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E. L. FANCHER, F. §. WINSTON, 
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